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Journal Database (www.jdb.uzh.ch) 

Aim 
•  Bibliographic data of scientific journals and series (~22K) 
•  Publishers (~11K) 

•  Copyright policies (author rights) and Refereed status 

•  Made by using various sources 
•  Used in publication submission process 

•  Submitters obtain information about publisher policy 
•  New journal and publisher entries can be submitted 

Implementation 
•  EPrints repository – flat table 

•  Interface with ZORA | Ulrichs Periodicals 
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Short Demo 
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Current Problems 

Technical 
•  Current ZORA-JDB interface leads to duplicates and slight alternations of 

submitted titles in buffer  (>2K) 

•  ZORA and JDB only loosely coupled 
•  Review team overburdened in curation process 

•  Script for duplicate detection 

è ZORA-JDB interface and script must be improved (Peter West) 

Organisational 

•  Copyright policies changing 
•  Review team overburdened in curation process (not systematic) 

è Script for syncing policies with SHERPA/RoMEO (me) 
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Syncing with SHERPA/RoMEO 

•  One-way: SHERPA/RoMEO à JDB  (using SHERPA/RoMEO API) 
•  Implementation 

•  Journals (via ISSN) 

•  Publishers (via SHERPA/RoMEO ID, publisher name) 

•  full sync/partial sync in phases 
•  XML download 

•  Mapping rules  (under construction) 
•  Overwrite/Skip 
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Pre-Evaluation: Quality and quantity structure 

•  Overlap between JDB and SHERPA/RoMEO? 
•  Timeliness of JDB and SHERPA/RoMEO records (newer/older)? 
•  Consistency and quality of JDB field contents? 

Procedure 
•  full sync, journals & publishers, XML download 

•  Import of JDB and SHERPA/RoMEO records into Comparison database 
(FileMaker, rapid prototyping, calculation fields) 

•  Assessment by quality figures 
•  Initial revisions using SQL updates 
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Some comparison figures 

Global 
Journals: 79% (17K) of JDB match 
Publishers: 16% (1.7K) of JDB match 

 

Mapping Rules 
Embargo periods 

JDB 13-16 distinct entries, consistent 
SHERPA/RoMEO >50 different entries, very inconsistent 
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Discussion 

•  Use of journal/publisher/policy data? 
•  Interest in JDB? 
•  Collaborative curation? 
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Initial revisions using SQL updates 

sherpa_romeo_id 
Journals: +4612 (+89%) 
Publishers: +1235 (+111%) 
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