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What is this FP7 Post-Grant Pilot?  
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• The EC FP7 Post-Grant Open Access Pilot will provide funding to 
cover the OA publishing fees for publications arising from completed 
FP7 projects 
 
• 4 million euros are made available by the EC to fund the OA  
“post-grant” publications of over 8,000 completed FP7 projects 
 
• The Pilot will last for a maximum of two years (i.e. until Apr 30th, 2017) 
or until its budget is exhausted  
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Requirements for Eligibility 
• The FP7 project should have finished by the time the funding is requested, but no 
longer than two years ago; 
 

• A maximum of three publications will be funded per eligible FP7 project as a means to 
ensure a fair distribution of the funding across projects; 
 

• Publications eligible for funding must be peer-reviewed; 
 

• Funding requests must be submitted once the publication has been accepted; 
 

• Publications submitted to hybrid journals will not be funded, but only those accepted at 
fully Open Access journals; 
 

• Funding caps of €2,000 for research articles and €6,000 for monographs apply for this 
Pilot; 
 

• The final version of the funded output must be deposited in an OpenAIRE-compliant 
Open Access repository. 
 
            Full Pilot policy guidelines available at: https://www.openaire.eu/postgrant/fp7-post-grant/pilot  
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Applying for Funding: the System 
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A central system for collecting and processing funding requests has been made 
available at the OpenAIRE Portal, https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu/   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu/


Users registered so far 
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How to Apply for Funding 
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1. Funding requests may be directly submitted by researchers or delivered by Libraries 
and/or Research Offices on their behalf 

 

1. Users need to register with the Central System in order to submit a funding request 
 

1. Data about the project and the accepted publication will be requested in order to check 
their eligibility. Once this is checked, the funding request will be approved and left pending 
until an invoice is available 

 

1. Invoice for the OA publishing fee needs to be  
     uploaded into the Central System when made  
     available by the publisher. The invoice must be  
     issued to Athena Research Centre (ARC). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The FP7 Post-Grant OA Pilot Mission 
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Early Outcomes 

Consultations on eligibility for funding arrived before submission are welcome and are included in the list, but no 
funding will be provided until acceptance, and their presence in the table does not mean they are on a waiting list 

A spreadsheet with details for the granted funding requests is already being kept 
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Early Outcomes: funding requests 
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Early Outcomes: funded outputs 

A “FP7 Post-Grant OA 
Pilot Outputs” collection 
is already available in 
Zenodo 
 
https://zenodo.org/ 

collection/user-fp7postgrantoapilotoutputs  

https://zenodo.org/collection/user-fp7postgrantoapilotoutputs
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APC-equivalent Funding 
Instead of APCs, this APC-equivalent funding for APC-free journals will fund technical 
improvements in the publishing workflows at eligible journals. 
 
Two main challenges to tackle: 
 
 Defining the technical and administrative mechanisms for providing the funding, 
which includes (among others) what to fund, whom to fund, how to fund and what 
indicators to use for accountability. 
 
 Making sure eligible researchers will submit their work to these journals, which 
includes a specific dissemination strategy plus ensuring SSH journals are registered in 
ERIH+ and checking how many FP7-funded publications have previously been published 
in them. 
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Some fundable improvements 
The current (draft) list of fundable technical improvements for APC-free journals includes: 
 
  Collecting funder information (if/where declared and applicable) in the appropriate 

metadata element, also retrospectively 
  Registration in ERIH+/DOAJ 
  Becoming harvested by OpenAIRE and DOAJ (at article-level) 
  Improving OA advocacy towards authors (incl Pilot dissemination) 
  Implementing OJS peer-review and manuscript processing workflows 
  Including references in machine-readable format 
  Implementing ORCID 
  Implementing altmetrics 
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The FP7 Pilot and Publishers 
Some (ongoing) work lines: 
 
 Discussing technical requirement compliance, incl licensing, file formats, deposit 
into an OpenAIRE-compliant repository, invoicing. 
 
 Promoting useful technical improvements, such as early DOI minting and early 
metadata exchange with CrossRef. 
 
 Exploring additional dissemination opportunities, as publishers often lie closer to 
researchers than institutions. A growing number of them also offer their authors information 
on potential OA publishing fee funding sources. 
 
 Exploring the possibility of signing pre-payment or membership schemes with the 
most popular publishers among Pilot-funded authors. 



www.openaire.eu 
@openaire_eu 
facebook.com/groups/openaire  
linkedin.com/groups/OpenAIRE-
3893548 

Thank you! 

pablo.decastro@kb.nl 
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