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  “There has been dramatic Open Access progress in France.” 

    S. Harnad (June 2005) 
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French public research environment 

• Three main types of organisations: universities (~80), research institutions (26), 

     « grandes écoles » (> 200) – particular role of CNRS 

 

• Over 200 institutions are members of the COUPERIN 

     academic consortium 

 

•  High proportion of joint research teams (unités mixtes de recherche) 

     – development of big research and higher education entities (PRES) 

 

• Main funding body: ANR (Agence Nationale de la Recherche) 

 

• Main evaluation body: AERES (Agence d’Evaluation 

     de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur)  

 

• More than 85 000 publications in 2011 – rank 6 worldwide (source: SCR/Scopus)                         

                           



La voie verte (the green road) 

• 2000-2001: Creation of CCSD and HAL development 

 

• 2003: Berlin Declaration (CNRS, Inserm)  

 

• 2005: Common policy of 4 research organisations 
 « Towards an open access to research output… », CNRS, Inserm, INRA, INRIA press release 

 
• June 2006: Memorandum of Understanding 

 

• 2010: BSN 4 

 

• 2012: Héloïse 

 

• April 2013: National partnership agreement 
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La voie verte (the green road) 

• 2000-2001: Création du CCSD et développement de HAL 

 

• 2003: Berlin Declaration (CNRS, Inserm)  

 

• 2005: Common policy of 4 research organisations 
 « Towards an open access to research output… », CNRS, Inserm, INRA, INRIA press release  

 
• Juin 2006: Memorandum of Understanding 

 

• 2010: BSN 4 

 

• 2012: Héloïse 

 

• Avril 2013: National partnership agreement 

 

 

Convention de partenariat  en faveur des 

archives ouvertes et de la plateforme 

mutualisée HAL 
  





HAL characteristics 

 Customization through portals and collections 

 Long-term archiving agreements with CINES 

 Interconnected with ArXiv, RePEc, PubMed Central 

 Technical infrastructure provided by the IN2P3 Computing Centre 

 Extension non-textual content 

 

 

 

 

  

In preparation: 

HALvidéo 

 

    In 2013: - renewal of national multi-institutional agreement 

          based on HAL 

        - new governance structure (UMS)   
 

Centre Informatique National 

de l’Enseignement Supérieur 



HAL 



HAL characteristics 



French repositories 

 

 according to COUPERIN 2012 survey: 89 institutional repositories in France   
    > 30 additional current projects 

 

 About 60% are connected to HAL (mainly as HAL portal)   

 

 100% full-text documents for almost all that are not connected to HAL 

     only 40% full-text in the HAL repository 

 

 Most frequent content types: 
   Thesis > Postprints > Conference lectures > Preprints > Working papers > … 

 

 More than 40% are not registered in OpenDOAR or ROAR (!) 

 

 Other major open archives: 

 Archimer, ProdInra, Horizon/Pleins Textes, OATAO… 

 
 

Sources: COUPERIN, HAL, MedOANet OA Tracker 



French repositories 



The Archimer example 

IFREMER: Institut Français 

de Recherche pour 

l’Exploitation de la Mer 

• 80% of publications in full-text available (100% on the intranet) 

• Mandate for deposit 

• Strong support from the Directory Board, strong involvement by the Library 

• Bibliometric studies, various services to researchers and administrators  



Mandates? 

examples:  - Archimer 

      - OATAO (PRES Toulouse)  

      - Inria 
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La voie dorée (the gold road) 

• Strong political support for SSH OA publishing  

 example: 

 the CNRS engagement into Cléo – Centre pour l’Edition Electronique Ouvert 

 - Revues.org 

 - OpenEdition → Freemium business model 

 

 and into Persée  

 

• Participation in the SCOAP3 consortium (Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access 

Publishing in Particle Physics)  

 

• Some institutional memberships with OA publishers 
 (ex: Inserm, Inra for BMC, PLoS) 

 

• Overlay journals : Episciences.org 
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Research Funders 

Open Access Journals 

 
▪ Sources: DOAJ, I-revues,  Revues.org 

 

• 185 French OA journals in DOAJ in 2013 
 (plus 105 in revues.org + ~20 in I-Revues+ ~15 in Cairn + ??) 

 

 

• 75 % of DOAJ journals in Humanities and Social Sciences 
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over 300 

French OA 

journals 

• Several major French platforms 

  offer embargoed journals and/or 

  digitised journal collections  

• Very few hybrid models  

  (essentially STM journals) 



STM - EDP Sciences 



SSH - OpenEdition 



The Freemium model 



Europe  



Europe  





Anti-gold statements 
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Ten years later… 



Ten years later… 

 

7 priorities 
 
• Development of Green OA (and discussions with publishers on embargo periods)  

• Support of Gold OA wherever this is chosen by scientific communities – 

  assistance to negotiation of licences and costs 

• Promotion of the platinum road 

• Optimisation of the HAL platform 

• Establish a national model of publishing contract 
• Redefine the role of different types of scientific output in the evaluation 
  processes 

• Cooperation with national publishers on improved outreach at international level 



BSN – Bibliothèque Scientifique Numérique 

National « Digital Scientifique Library » infrastructure, created by the MESR within the 

National Strategy for Research and Innovation, as a TGIR, made of 10 segments 

 

BSN1: Acquisitions, licensing  BSN6: Archiving, long-term preservation 

 

BSN2:  Access and hosting  BSN7: Scholarly publishing  
of electronic resources, portals   

     BSN8: Document delivery, resource sharing 

BSN3: Referencing   

(Catalogues, databases)   BSN9: Professional training    

     

BSN4: Open archives   ( BSN10: Research data )  

     

BSN5: Digitisation   



BSN – Bibliothèque Scientifique Numérique 



Task Force within European project 



European projects  

• 2006: DRIVER 

  Digital Repository Infrastructure 

  Vision for European Research 

      CNRS  

• 2008: PEER 

  Publishing and the Ecology of 

  European Research       INRIA   

• 2010: OpenAIRE 

• 2011: OpenAIREplus 

  Open Access Infrastructure for 

  Research in Europe      COUPERIN • 2011: MedOANet 

  Mediterranean Open Access Network   

               CNRS 

• 2008: COMMUNIA 

European Thematic Network on the 

Digital Public Domain 

     University of Paris II, CNRS 

• 2011: OAPEN 

Open Access Publishing in European Networks 

   Lyon University Press 



Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit! 
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